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IV.

The question, then, returns, What is implied in a government's resting on consent?

Manifestly this one thing (to say nothing of others) is necessarily implied in the idea of a government's resting on consent, viz: the separate, individual consent of every man who is required to contribute, either by taxation or personal service, to the support of the government. All this, or nothing, is necessarily implied, because one man's consent is just as necessary as any other man's. If, for example, A claims that his consent is necessary to the establishment or maintenance of government, he thereby necessarily admits that B's and every other man's are equally necessary; because B's and every other man's rights are just as good as his own. On the other hand, if he denies that B's or any other particular man's consent is necessary, he thereby necessarily admits that neither his own, nor any other man's is necessary; and that government need not be founded on consent at all.

There is, therefore, no alternative but to say, either that the separate, individual consent of every man, who is required to aid, in any way, in supporting the government, is necessary, or that the consent of no one is necessary.

Clearly this individual consent is indispensable to the idea of treason; for if a man has never consented or agreed to support a government, he breaks no faith in refusing to support it. And if he makes war upon it, he does so as an open enemy, and not as a traitor—that is, as a betrayer, or treacherous friend.

All this, or nothing, was necessarily implied in the Declaration made in 1776. If the necessity for consent, then announced, was a sound principle in favor of three millions of men, it was an equally sound one in favor of three men, or of one man. If the principle was a sound one in behalf of men living on a separate continent, it was an equally sound one in behalf of a man living on a separate farm, or in a separate house.








 
Retrieved from "https://wiki.mises.org/mediawiki/index.php?title=Page:No_Treason,_1.pdf/17&oldid=8635" 


 






Navigation menu



Personal tools

	Log in






Namespaces

	Page
	Discussion






Variants













Views

	Read
	View source
	View history





More










Search




 













Navigation


	Main page
	Community portal
	Commons
	Current events
	Recent changes
	Random page
	Category tree
	Help
	Donate







Tools


	What links here
	Related changes
	Special pages
	Permanent link
	Page information











	 This page was last edited on 15 March 2011, at 17:05.
	Content is available under Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 Unported unless otherwise noted.


	Privacy policy
	About Mises Wiki
	Disclaimers


	
[image: Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 Unported] 
	
[image: Powered by MediaWiki] 







